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of this country is much indebted to Birch's activity and diligence must certainly be acknowledged. We have seen that Johnson honoured him with a Greek Epigram1 ; and his correspondence with him, during many years, proves that he had no mean opinion of him.
'To DR. BIRCH.
'Thursday, Sept. 29, 1743.
•SIR,
' I hope you will excuse me for troubling you on an occasion on which I know not whom else I can apply to ; I am at a loss for the Lives and Characters of Earl Stanhope, the two Craggs, and the minister Sunderland ; and beg that you will inform [me] where I may find them, and send any pamphlets, &c. relating to them to Mr. Cave, to be perused for a few days by, Sir,
' Your most humble servant,
'SAM. JOHNSON.'
His circumstances were at this time much embarrassed ; yet his affection for his mother was so warm, and so liberal, that he took upon himself a debt of her's, which, though small in itself, was then considerable to him. This appears from the following letter which he wrote to Mr. Lcvett, of Lichfield, the original of which lies now before me.
' To MR. LEVETT ;  IN LICHFIELD.
'December i, 1743.
'SIR,
' I am extremely sorry that we have encroached so much upon your forbearance with respect to the interest, which a great perplexity of affairs hindered me from thinking of with that attention that I ought, and which I am not immediately able to remit to you, but will pay it
tion, he used to call a pen his tor-     the brooks here, Birch was like the
pedo;   whenever he grasped it, it     River Thames.  Birch excelled Percy
benumbed all his faculties.1    It is     in that  as  much as  Percy excels
very likely that Nash borrowed this     Goldsmith.'"  Disraeli (Curiosities oj
saying from Johnson.    In Boswell's     Literature, Hi.   425)   describes   Dr.
Hebrides, Sept. 24, 1773, we read :—     Birch as 'one to whom British history
' Dr.   Birch   being  mentioned,  Dr.     stands more indebted than  to any
Johnson said he had more anecdotes     superior author.    He has  enriched
than any man.    I said, Percy had a     the British Museum by thousands of
great many ;   that he flowed with     the  most  authentic   documents  of
them  like one of the brooks here,     genuine secret history '
JOHNSON.   " If Percy is like one of        ' Ante, p. .140.
(I thinkmembers a great deal, and can tell many pleasant stories ; but a pen is to Tom a torpedo, the touch of it benumbs his hand and his brain."' Hawkins's Johnson, p. 209. Goldsmith in his Life of Nash (Cunningham's Gold-smitKs Works, iv. 54) says :—' Nash was not born a writer, for whatever humour he might have in conversa-
